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Wednesday March 11, 2026

Name Position Present Quorum
Becky Plattner Presiding Commissioner | Yes
Monte Fenner Southern Commissioner | Yes Yes
Stephanie Gooden Northern Commissioner | Yes

Becky Plattner called the meeting to order at 9:00 am.

Becky Plattner asked for a motion to approve the minutes from the February 11, 2026 session, and the March 16, 2026
special session. Stephanie Gooden made a motion to approve. Monte Fenner seconded. Motion carried 3-0-0.

Becky Plattner asked for a motion to approve a payment schedule. Stephanie Gooden made a motion to approve a
payment schedule as presented. Monte Fenner seconded. Motion carried 3-0-0.

County Clerk Brittni Burton presented commission order #6760 in the amount of $1 84,279.08 for a cash transfer of
payroll, order #6761 in the amount of $32,772.21 for 941 taxes, and order #6762 in the amount of $4,791.41 for CERF
7% and elective savings. Stephanie Gooden made a motion to approve the commission orders as presented. Monte
Fenner seconded. Motion carried 3-0-0.

County Clerk Brittni Burton presented commission order #6763 in the amount of $38,835.07 for the February 2026
CERF collections. Monte Fenner made a motion to approve. Stephanie Gooden seconded. Motion carried 3-0-0.

Prosecuting Attorney Tim Thompson reported that he has been busy with jury trials lately, and he appreciates all the
jurors and jury pool for their time. They have had some tough cases, and he appreciates the most recent child victims
that have shown incredible strength in their involvement in the process. He is proud of them for having the courage to
participate. There are a lot more trials scheduled.

Auditor Karlin Breshears stated that she is finishing up the AP (Accounts Payable) run and is working on gathering the
requested preliminary documents for the County’s annual outside audit. There are documents that she and Treasurer
Jared Brewer must provide before documents are requested from all other office holders.

Becky Plattner announced that the quarterly meeting for the Develop Saline County Board will be held on April 15™ at
9:00 am. The Commission met with the Kiwanis Club yesterday to give updates on the County. She also presented a
request for a refund for an assessment mistake. A house in Blackburn had been torn down in 2021, but the landowner
paid taxes for the house from 2022-2025 due to it still being part of the assessed value of the property. The landowner
paid almost $2,040 in taxes for those years and is asking for a refund for half of the taxes. She asked for a motion to
refund the constituent $1,018.72. Stephanie Gooden made a motion to approve. Monte Fenner seconded. Motion
carried 3-0-0. Commissioner Plattner stated that this is the second refund that the County has had to make and has
given back more than $3,000 to correct a mistake by the Assessor. Commissioner Plattner reported that she and the
other Commissioners attended the town hall meeting for funding issues at Santa Fe High School last night and they will
be speaking with the Optimists Club today.

Monte Fenner reported that the Commission met with the MODOT Area Engineer, Marisela Ward, this week. MODOT
is replacing the Nitrogen Avenue bridge over 1-70 which will impact the households in the area, so MODOT will be
holding an open house on Tuesday March 31% from 4:30 pm to 6:00 pm at Blackwater School to discuss the options
that the residents will have to get in and out of the area while the bridge is closed for construction. Phase 1 of the
wastewater treatment facility at the Junction is 98% completed and should be done in the next two weeks.
Commissioner Fenner will be attending the MU Extension meeting tonight at 5:30 pm at the Extension Office.

Stephanie Gooden reported that Solid Waste District Region F has announced the scrap tire grant opportunity with the
Missouri Department of Natural Resources. The grant is open until March 31, 2026. The grant would pay for eligible
items that are made from recycled tires to keep them out of landfills. The new benches and tables on the Courthouse
lawn were paid for by the scrap tire grant. The tentative date for the Countywide Cleanup this year is June 13", Solid
Waste Management District Region F will be officially announcing the cleanup soon. She thanked the Saline County
Fair Association for allowing the use of the lower lot for the trash collection bins and the recycling bins. There will also
be a section for a “swap meet” where people can drop items off that are still usable for others that are interested. The
goal of the Countywide Cleanup is to keep items out of the landfills. Becky Plattner stated that it was very well
attended last year and gave a thank you to all the volunteers that have helped in the past. Commissioner Gooden
explained that Prosecuting Attorney Tim Thompson has worked several

of the Cleanups. It is hard work, but it is a great opportunity to meet people, and it also provides community service
hours for those that need them. On February 23, she attended a NACo Rural Agriculture meeting where they
discussed the Farmer Bridge Assistance program which is still available for farmers, the One Farmer One File initiative
which allows farmers to fill out one application for multiple divisions of the USDA and is a priority right now, the
Secure Rural Schools Reauthorization Act, and the passage of the farm bill. She stated that Saline County received a
letter from the State Auditor’s Office which said it would be reclassified to a third class county effective January 1,
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2027. Count 2 of the lawsuit with the Assessor addresses how the Saline County Collector collects and distributes the
ad valorem taxes to the assessment fund. The Collector followed a longstanding practice of depositing ¥ of 1%,
consistent with the County’s 2" classification. The Missouri Western District Court of Appeals upheld that decision
and ruled that the circuit court did not err in dismissing the Assessor’s petition but Count 3 brought in the challenge of
the classification based on assessed valuation. Count 3 is expected to be decided soon as the briefs have been filed.
Count 4 of the petition seeks a temporary restraining order on the Collector to deposit the collected funds into escrow.
The escrow account holds more than $582,931 dollars since the deposits started in 2023. The money will not strengthen
the financial foundation of the local government and the public entities that it serves since it has to sit in escrow. They
are dollars that would otherwise be servicing and supporting the services that the community depends on like the road
districts, school districts, fire protection districts, the cities, the Saline County Health Department, and more. If the
court rules in favor of the Assessor, that money will go to the Assessment fund, and if not, then it will be returned to
the public entities that serve residents. They are waiting on the final decision and do not have an estimated date for it,
but it can be followed through case.net. The attorney for the Commission and Collector is Peter Ruttgers, his phone
number is 816-931-0500 and he can be contacted for comment. On the April 7% ballot the County is legally required by
statute to present a question to voters about a Real Estate Tax Credit. The question will state: “Shall the County of
Saline exempt eligible taxpayers’ primary residence from increase in real property tax liability, above the liability
incurred during the initial credit year, pursuant to RSMo 137.1055?” If approved by voters, it would establish the Real
Estate Tax Credit. Under Senate Bill 3, Saline County is a 5% county, meaning that the tax liability would increase by
either 5% or CPI, whichever is greater. The assessed valuation will continue to be calculated like normal from the
Assessor’s Office. The Real Estate Tax Credit would function similar to the Senior Tax Credit, so as the law stands
now, there would be an application process because taxpayers must be the primary resident and the owner of the
property. The initial credit year is 2024. The County Collector put together some data and in 2021 and 2022, the real
estate tax that was charged to the Collector to collect, 60% of those funds went to the school districts. It is possible that
the percentage has grown a little bit due to recent increases in levies. Countywide in 2021, 7% went to the County, 4%
went to the road districts, 2% went to the fire districts, 4% went to the levy districts, 12% went to the cities, 5% went to
the ambulance districts, and 6% went to the voted road districts. For personal property in 2021, 63% went to the school
districts, 4% went to the road districts, 2% went to the fire districts, 7% went to the County, 12% went to the cities, 5%
went to the ambulance districts, and 7% went to the voted road districts. The Commission had a brief construction
meeting about the Paw Paw Trail bridge. They anticipate construction will be completed on Tuesday. The grass seed
won’t be down, but the road will be open. The Commission was also able to attend the testing for the wastewater
collection system at the Junction.

Becky Plattner stated that the Welcome Center is on schedule and they will be painting the walls soon. The media wall
is expected to be completed by the middle of April, if not the end of April. The wastewater system was nice to see
complete. MMU met the Commission at the Junction for the testing, and it was an eye-opening experience.

Monte Fenner said that the 245% Road bridge north of Mount Leonard will be let for bids in late April. They are
expected to accept the bid in May and start construction in July.

Stephanie Gooden explained that the Paw Paw Trail bridge is in the Gilliam Special Road District, so Gilliam takes
care of the road that leads on and off the bridge. The replacement of the bridge was funded by the off-system bridge
program, also known as the BRO program, which is an 80-20 funding split. It is a program that allows counties to
replace deficient bridges. Saline County is thankful for the BRO program because it has a lot of large bridges which are
expensive to work on and replace. She also explained that the Commission will be attending a Pioneer Trails meeting at
10:00 am today. Pioneer Trails is a Regional Planning Commission that helps local entities with services such as grant
writing and GIS, which is the location services and plating. They are a big part of the BRO system. They handle the
voting for the BRO bridges, they handle the Transportation Advisory Council, and they partner with MODOT to help
take care of MODOT roads and report road concerns. Commissioner Gooden stated that if there is a MODOT road
concern, citizens can go to the MODOT website and report road concerns at the bottom of their webpage. Citizens can
also call the County Commission, who can report the concern to MODOT on their behalf. She announced that there are
dust control applications available and encourages anyone who is going to apply dust control to fill out a form so the
location can be marked, and the road crew does not grade over the dust control that has been applied.

Becky Plattner asked for a motion to adjourn at 9:26 am. Monte Fenner made a motion to adjourn. Stephanie Gooden
seconded. Motion carried 3-0-0.

0 MopnZ-Z

R = "
Begdky Plattner Monte Fenner Stephanie Gooden
Presiding Commissioner Southern Commissioner Northern Commissioner

Certified by:
rittni Allison Burton
County Clerk




